
 

Presidents Letter 

 

December 21, 2013 

 

 When I joined this League back in the late 80’s, I joined not because I was good at the game or even 

because I aspired to be a great player.  At the time I only played was when I was at my friends house, he 

had a dart board and extra darts. I joined because an existing LDMDL Member invited me to the Annual 

Banquet and I saw such great enthusiasm for the game and the friendship of other players.  When I 

joined the next year I found so many players helpful to the point of offering tips to improve my game, 

helping me become a better player.  We never seen arguments or fights, we were brothers in darts!  

Disagreements were handled by a few simple words like, “We are going to play under protest” and the 

night continued incident and intimidation free.  A complaint was later made to the Executive who 

handed out a decision.  We played the game like gentlemen no matter what the night’s results were! 

 Over the last few years on the Executive, I have seen that there is an increase of incidents regarding 

player harassment and intimidation.  This includes not only comments but actions or gestures from 

players, chalkers and/or spectators.  I have personally witnessed players standing behind other players 

clicking their darts together, jingling change in their pockets, speaking loudly directly behind a shooter, 

being either purposely or unintentionally a distraction to the shooter.  I have watched chalkers making 

comments to shooters on either team, drinking while shooter is shooting, moving around while opposing 

team is shooting, all kinds of infractions.  I have heard players making offensive remarks to players on 

the other teams such as “you suck” right after a bad shot, thinking they are being friendly and funny but 

in reality all this is the true definition of bullying.  There have been threats of physical nature, and the 

Executive has had to deal with numerous incidents of harassment both physical and derogatory remarks.   

To name all the incidents that have come to my attention would make a small book.  If the offending 

players/chalkers think that people don’t pick up on this or are not offended by this, think again!  People 

notice, and we lose players/teams/sponsors.  This is the reason the Executive have decided to tackle this 

problem head on and initiate a new strategy for dealing with this behavior. 

 From this point on, the Executive have been instructed to get involved when seeing incidents of conduct 

contrary to rules 5.4 which states: Heckling or harassing teams or players is not allowed before, during 
or after games. Heckling or harassing by definition is any act or conduct, physical or verbal, which is or 
may be distracting to the opposing team. This will also include the throwing of unnecessary darts or 
darts thrown in anger.  I have instructed the Executive to approach an offending team or player and 

identify themselves to the captain of the team.   Explain what infraction it is they are doing and give 

them a verbal warning of the offending behavior.  This will be reported to the Executive at the next 

meeting and I will be informed immediately.  If the behavior continues, that player or team will be 

called into the next Executive meeting and reprimanded by written notice or expulsion according to 

Section 10 of our Rulebook.  If anyone requires a copy of our rulebook contact Dan Riley either by the 

dart-line or by email at secretary@ldmdl.ca.   A copy will be emailed to you.  A copy is given to team 

captains at the League start-up night and the captains must read and keep their players up to date with 

the rules of format for their division and conduct.  I am expecting the team captains to be responsible for 

their team and its player’s actions.  You must not condone or participate in this or the entire team will be 

penalized.  Again, read the rulebook! Teams may expect a phone call from an Executive member 

regarding this letter and the issue as a whole. 

 I would like to add that in no other sport is unsportsmanlike or physical misconduct allowed.  We are all 

informed as to the social status of bullying and the definition of it.  We have rules dealing with it and 

zero tolerance is the stand we the Executive are taking.  This is in the best interest of our Membership, 

our League and the sport as a whole. 
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 We are a long standing League of 67 years and we have boasted of having players represent us 

worldwide and still do.  We pride ourselves on being part of the LDMDL as we are the greatest Men’s 

Dart League out there and our players prove it year after year.  We are bringing in many talented youth 

players, promoting the game and ourselves more now than ever! We have established a Singles league 

now two years in the running.  The price for playing in this wonderful league is quite simple.  Be a 

sportsmanlike player, entice growth not intimidation, enjoy the game and of course pay a mere 

registration fee! Overall be a gentleman proud to represent your team and our League.  When in doubt 

refer to Rule 5.4 and for consequences, Section 10 of our Rulebook.  Let’s all play fair and respect the 

other players! 
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